






Period Covered: July 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974.

ABSTRACT

The taxonomic history of humpback whitefish, Coregonus pidschian, in Alaska
is reviewed. Modal counts of Alaskan humpback whitefish gill rakers ranged
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Electrophoretic studies of sheefish from the lower, middle, and upper Yukon
River showed no evidence for or against existence of different populations
in the river.

Project No.:

Three sheefish taken in the Porcupine River on September 22, 1973 had been
feeding, the first Alaskan recorded incidence of sheefish feeding prior to
spawning.

Three hundred eighty-six sheefish were tagged in middle Yukon River tributary
streams in 1973. Twenty-three tags were recovered, including 3 tagged in
1971, 13 tagged in 1972, and 7 tagged earlier in 1973. Recoveries were mainly
in the same areas as tagged.

Spawning ground surveys located small numbers of pre-spawning fish in the
upper Nowitna and upper Porcupine rivers. Actual locations of spawning
grounds were not found. Spawning ground locations of mature sheefish passing
through Rampart are evidently not in Hess Creek or Ray and Dall rivers. These
fish probably spawn in the main Yukon River. Age and growth studies were
conducted on fish from the Nowitna, Ray, and Dal1 rivers and Hess Creek.
Growth patterns indicate Nowitna River fish were the fastest growing.

Sheefish, Stenodus leucichthys, stocked in Four Mile Lake reached a mean
length of 525 mm at age V.
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from 21 in the Holitna River to 25 in Crosswind Lake. The breakdown of 
the humpback whitefish into three distinct species does not appear to be 
warranted by available evidence; Coregonus pidschian is suggested as the 
species name of humpback whitefish in Alaska. 
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